


Presenting Sponsor: Rotary Club of Oak Bay
Since 1974 the Rotary Club of Oak Bay has united 
in an effort to make our community and our world 
a better place. The 2008/2009 Rotary International, 
District and Club theme is “Make Dreams Real”. The 
Rotary Club of Oak Bay is proud to present tonight’s 

celebration concert to share the inspirational gift of music and to raise 
funds to make dreams real for our community’s elders. Net proceeds 
from tonight’s concert will be donated to the Greater Victoria Eldercare 
Foundation. Eldercare is raising 
funds to replace outdated bathing 
equipment at Oak Bay Lodge with 
new equipment that provides 
improved safety, comfort and dignity. 
Thank you for attending tonight and 
for helping Rotary make dreams real 
for the residents at Oak Bay Lodge.  
www.oakbayrotary.com

Master of Ceremonies: 
Erick Thompson is a Reporter/Anchor for A British Columbia Television.  
He is an award-winning journalist and an active community volunteer.  
Thanks for volunteering tonight Erick! 

Opening Tonight: Bill Johnson
Bill Johnson began playing guitar at age 9 and has spent a lifetime 
immersed in the Blues.  He’s opened for Otis Rush and Delbert McClinton, 
toured with the Lebeau Petersen Band and has played with such masters 

as Hubert Sumlin, Son Seals and Dutch Mason.  In 
1993 he formed the Bill Johnson Blues Band.  Bill 
was nominated in 1996 for a Maple Blues Award 
by the Toronto Blues Society. His 2007 Work Songs 
CD showcases his acoustic blues guitar talents.  Bill 
is sure to wow you tonight performing his ‘majestic 
blues’ with Rick Van Krugel on Mandolin.

Feature Performers:  
The Victoria Soul Gospel Choir  
with Checo Tohomaso

Checo Tohomaso was born in Florida 
and raised in Hawaii and Japan. 
As a former band member with 
Marvin Gaye, Lionel Ritchie and the 
Commodores, he has performed all 
over the world. After years of touring, 
Expo ‘86 brought Checo to Vancouver 
where he presently resides.  Between directing the Victoria Soul 
Gospel Choir and the Vancouver Outreach Soul Gospel Choir, he 
performs regularly throughout the lower mainland and volunteers 
his time inspiring youth through music. Checo brings his love of Soul 
Gospel and his positive message to audiences wherever he goes and 
we’re sure you’ll catch his infectious passion tonight.

The Victoria Soul Gospel Choir is 
a community of folks of all ages 
who love to sing Soul Gospel 
music. Teachers, nurses, surgeons, 
computer programmers, taxi 
drivers, accountants, lawyers, 
realtors, investment advisers, 
students, retirees, athletes, 
volunteers...you name it...they 

are all drawn together to celebrate a 
wonderful musical tradition. Soul Gospel 
has its roots in the early 20th-century Black 
community and even further back to the 
days of slavery. It is the music that inspired 
much of the Motown sound and, as you 
will experience tonight, it is a joyous and 
uplifting experience for the audience and 
the choir alike. Enjoy!  

www.victoriasoulgospel.ca
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